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November i. They agreed to use their combined force in case
any uprising should succeed in France and threaten the peace or
security of her neighbours. England agreed to this only in case
a Bonaparte should be placed on the throne.

Having taken their precautions against France, the Allies
granted to Richelieu what they had just refused him in October,
the admission of France to the Alliance. This was done in the
form of a secret protocol (November 15) and a public declara-
tion. The secret agreement provided for war measures in case
of a revolution in France, the march of the armies, and the de-
fence of the fortresses. The Tsar even proposed a plan of cam-
paign. After this the conference discussed the affairs of Ger-
many, Spain, and the colonies.

The Conference of Aix-la-Chapelle was a decisive victory for
Metternich's policy. The chief result was to proclaim solemnly
the maintenance of the Alliance against the revolutionists. " The
happiest result/' wrote Metternich,* will be that there is to be no
change in the existing order of things" and it will be " a most bril-
liant triumph for the Cabinets that have never invoked the spirit
of innovation." It was a moral defeat for Alexander, " for the
court which has rendered homage to what is called the spirit of
the time and which by its words has roused the hopes of inno-
vators and sectarians of every description." After the Congress,
Metternich wrote: " The Congress has encouraged the friends of
order and peace in all nations and everywhere alarmed innovators
and factionists/7

Alexander's conversion, begun at Aix-la-Chapelle, was com-
pleted by the impression of the demonstrations of 'German stu-
dents, the elections to the French Chamber in 1819, and espe-
cially the murder of his agent Kotzebue (see p. 385). Metter-
nich used these incidents to persuade him of the existence of a
"great conspiracy that was spreading all over Germany" and
even of a revolutionary organization of the Liberals of all
Europe, which was encouraged by the Jacobins (Liberals) who
surrounded the King of Prussia, and was directed by the sects.
He secured the adoption in Germany of measures against the
universities and the press. In the case of France it was Alexan-
der himself who proposed intervention. The Decazes ministry,

*The benefit of the Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle to conservative policy
is set forth in Metternich's notes and in Gentz's memoirs in a verbose.and,
confident form. (" Metternich Papers," vol. iii.)